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4.  I am the founder of Equine Assisted Natural Healing (EANH), the first non-riding horse therapy 

for children on the spectrum and youth at risk in Canada. EANH is now widely accepted and 

recognized under the umbrella of “animal therapy”.  Attached as exhibit “3” is information on 

the non-riding therapy program. 

5. I am also the founder of True Natural Horsemanship (TNH) which teaches how to humanely 

work with horses without the use of painful equipment, attached as exhibit “4” is information 

on TNH. I am the published author of a puppy training guide “Good Puppy!” I am the founder 

of the non-profit, incorporated Society For Public Guardians and Animals which represents 

people with pets in the province and is run by volunteers, attached as exhibit “5” is information 

on the society. 

6. I am hoping to realize an extremely special project “Amity” for youth at risk and individuals 

with addiction, which provides healing with the help of farm animal therapy, learning a new 

purpose by living on, and cultivating on farm produce, learning life skills and actively practising 

a lifestyle without drugs as part of the rehabilitation. Attached as exhibit “6” is the cover page 

on the proposal which the provincial government has so far shown interest in.  

7. Living in supportive housing with individuals struggling with addiction, I have more experience 

with people with addiction and their natural trust of animals than most.   

8. Attached as exhibits “7”, “8” and “9” is media coverage/reviews of my work over the years. 

9. My education consists of university, two -time college graduate and various certifications (Red 

Cross First Aid, etc). I do not have a criminal record and until recently, had never been charged 

with animal abuse until the tragedy with a little therapy miniature pony whom I had raised since 

a baby for eleven years. Attached as exhibit “10” is Bentley, the pony, as a baby and as an adult 

shortly before his unfortunate accident. 

10. The miniature therapy pony hurt himself unexpectedly in the barn. He was placed under the care 

of a named equine specialist, Dr. Hermann Geertseema, DVM and an equine surgeon, Joanna 

Elizabeth Virgin, DVM, MS, DACVS (LA) Diplomate ACVS (Large Animal)  (“veterinary 

team”). The pony was on a treatment plan with a documented prognosis and upcoming surgery. 

The prognosis by the veterinary team for recovery was “good”. 
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11. Briefly below are the credentials of my veterinary team:  

Dr. Hermann Geertsema, DVM 

Proprietor, Total Equine Veterinary Services 

Equine Specialist Veterinarian 

 

Dr. Geertsema graduated from the University of Guelph in 1994 with a doctorate degree in 

veterinary medicine and has practised as an equine specialist for thirty years. His practice 

located in Langley, B.C., Total Equine Veterinary Services, offers both fully mobile services as 

well as a fully equipped clinic with an in-house laboratory. Prior to becoming a veterinarian, Dr 

Geertsema was a certified horse blacksmith with a specialized interest in lameness and 

corrective, therapeutic shoeing. Dr. Geertsema passed away unexpectedly in October, 2023.  

 

Dr. Joanna Elizabeth Virgin, DVM, MS, DACVS (LA) Diplomate ACVS (Large Animal) 

Veterinary Surgeon 

Dr. Joanna Virgin is a board certified veterinary surgeon and a specialist in equines (Diplomate 

ACVS in large animals).  Dr. Virgin is licensed to practice in British Columbia by the College 

of Veterinarians in British Columbia and as a veterinary surgeon who is board-certified by the 

American College Of Veterinary Surgeons since 2011.  A veterinary surgeon who is board-

certified by the American College Of Veterinary Surgeons has undergone extensive additional 

training after veterinary school in order to become a specialist. Dr. Virgin is highly regarded for 

her equine knowledge and treatment experience. 

 

12. The BC SPCA became involved through a complaint. The BC SPCA constable went to my barn 

and saw the pony whom she did not find to be in distress, her notes from the visit are attached 

as exhibit “11”.  

13. The next day the BC SPCA brought in a non-treating veterinarian to assess the pony.  The pony 

was seized and euthanized without consultation with my treating veterinary team. Neither of my 

veterinary team had complained about me. Neither knew of the complaint submitted to the BC 

SPCA. 

14. At the time of the pony’s seizure I was provided with a Notice Of Disposition by the BC SPCA 

constable outlining the review and appeal processes. I requested a review and appeal which 

failed because the pony had been destroyed.  

15. I was then charged and convicted as a self-represented litigant under section 24(1) of the 

Prevention Of Cruelty To Animals Act.  Legal Aid   had promised a solicitor, however eight 
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